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(57) Abstract: The present invention is directed to a method of preparing cell lines of hypothalamic origin. The method involves 
infecting fetal hypothalamic cells with a retroviral vector harbouring a viral oncogene, preferably SV-40 large T antigen, followed 
by selection and cloning. A plurality of cell lines have been prepared which express a variety of neuronal markers. The cell lines of 
^* the present invention are useful in the development of experimental models and in the treatment of disease. 
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Immortalized cell line of murin hypothalamic neuronal 
cells comprising a gene encoding polyoma virus large T 
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marker neuropeptide Y (NPY) .methods for obtaining a 
neuropeptide or for identifying a modulator of a 
neuropeptide using said cell line. 
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applicable. 

As invention 1 but limited to the markers GnRH, 6HRH, 
TenM-1,-2,-3 or -4, arginin vasopressin, thyrotropin- 
rel easing hormone, S0CS-3, urocortin, melanocortin- 
concentrating hormone (MCH), orexin, dopamin 
transporter, corticotrophin-rel easing factor, 
gonadotrophin- releasing hormone, tryptophan hydroxylase, 
tyrosine hydroxylase, galanin, propiomelanocortin, 
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Immortalized cell line of murine hypothalamic neuronal 
cells that is responsive to a teneurin C-terminal- 
associated peptide (TCAP). 



